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SUBJECT: DEMOCRATIC LABOR UNIONS WANT OWN LABOR DAY CELEBRATION 

REF: 76 SANTIAGO 4216 

1 . SUMMARY: THE GOC WILL HOLD A MAY DAY CELEBRATION FOR 2500 
PRO-GOVERNMENT LABOR LEADERS. BUT A GROUP OF DEMOCRATIC UNION 
LEADERS HAVE ASKED PERMISSION TO HOST THEIR OWN COMMEMORATION IN 
ORDER TO PROMOTE THE RESTORATION OF BASIC TRADE UNION RIGHTS. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (PDC) AND COMMUNIST 
UNIONISTS HAVE GOTTEN INTO THE ACT. THE NEW INGREDIENT IS THE 
PDC'S INCREASED NEED TO USE LEGALLY RECOGNIZED ORGANIZTIONS AS 
A VEHICLE FOR ENUNCIATING ITS POLICIES. THE AUTHENTIC LABOR 
LEADERS MUST BE CAREFUL. BUT THE GOC HAS PROBLEMS TOO: 

CARDINAL SILVA MAY BE PREPARING TO BEARD THE JUNTA AGAIN. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. THE GOC HAS INVITED 2500 LABOR SUPPORTERS TO AMY DAY CELEBRATION 
AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE, DIEGO PORTALES. FOR THE FIRST TIME, PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET WILL SPEAK AT THE CEREMONY AND WILL PRESENT NEWLY- 
CREATED AWARDS (SILVER MEDALS) TO THE BEST WORKER IN AGRO- 
INDUSTRY, CONSTRUCTION, RETAIL SALES, MANUFACTURING, MINING 
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AND MARITIME SECTORS. THE GOVERNMENT ALSO WILL HOST THE 
CUSTOMARY SPORTING EVENTS LATER IN THE DAY WITH PARTICIPATION 
BY GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED UNIONS AND BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS. 

3. THE "DINAMICOS", A GROUP OF TEN DEMOCRATICALLY ORIENTED TRADE 
UNION LEADERS, ARE DETERMINED TO HAVE THEIR OWN SHOW. THEY JOINTLY 
REQUESTED GOC PERMISSION TO HOLD A SEPARATE FUNCTION - A REQUEST 
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ENDORSED BY 1 12 OTHER UNIONS AND FEDERATIONS. TO KEEP PRESSURE 
ON THE GOVERNMENT, INVIATIONS ARE GOING OUT TO GOVERNMENT 
AND CHURCH AUTHORITIES. DIPLOMATS AND INTERNATIONAL AND 
FOREIGN LABOR ORGANIZATIONS EVEN BEFORE THE GOC HAS REPLIED TO 
THEIR REQUEST. TWO HOURS OF CHILEAN FOLKLORIC PRESENTATIONS ARE 
TO MAKE UP THE BULK OF THE CEREMONY AND "DINAMICO" LEADER EDUARDO 
RIOS PLANS TO MAKE THE ONLY SPEECH. RIOS TELLS US THAT HE EXPECTS 
TO PICK UP THE BASIC THEMES THESE UNIONISTS HAVE LONG URGED - THE 
RESTORATION OF THE STILL SUSPENDED RIGHTS TO BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY, 
MEET FREELY AND ELECT UNION OFFICIALS. HE PROBABLY WILL NOT 
CALL FOR RESTORATION OF THE RIGHT TO STRIKE. THE LABOR ISSUE MOST 
OFFENSIVE TO THE GOC. 

4. CARDINAL SILVA PLANS TO CELEBRATE THE TRADITIONAL WORKERS' 

MASS LATER IN THE DAY. RIOS SAYS THAT THE CARDINAL ALSO WILL ATTNED 
THE MORNING FUNCTION - IF THE GOC AUTORIZED THE MEETING. IF NOT. 

THE CARDINAL SAID HE WOULD RESCHEDULE THE MASS TO COINCIDE WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT'S DIEGO PORT ALES SESSION. 

5. COMMENT: IN PAST YEARS, DISSATISFIED WORKERS HAVE SHUNNED THE 
GOC FUNCTION AND CONFINED THEMSELVES TO ATTENDING THE MASS 

AT WHICH THE CARDINAL HAS POINTEDLY REVIEWED CHURCH SOCIAL DOCTRINE. 
THIS YEAR THE "DINAMICOS" TOOK THE SPOTLIGHT BY DIRECTLY CHALLENGING 
THE GOC TO LET THEM HOLD A SEPARATE FUNCTION. TO ADD WEIGHT 
TO THEIR REQUEST, THEY SOUGHT ADDITIONAL ENDORSEMENT FROM OTHER 
LABOR LEADERS. NOT SURPRISINGLY, THE "DINAMICOS" LOOKED FOR SUPPORT 
FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE ONLY OTHER SIGNIFICANT VOICE OF DISSENT 
LEFT IN CHILE, THROUGH THE CHURCH-RELATED CARDIIN FOUNDATION. 
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6. THE CARDIJN FOUDNATION ENTHUSIASTICALLY OBTAINED ENDORSEMENTS 
FROM LEADERS OF THE ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH IT WORKS FOR THE 
MAY DAY REQUEST. SINCE MANY OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE COMMUNIST- 
LED, APPROXIMATELY ONE-THIRD OF THOSE BACKING THE IDEA OF 

A SEPARATE FUNCTION ARE COMMUNISTS. TO BUFFER THEMSELVES FROM 
THIS POTENTIAL KISS OF DEATH, THE "DINAMICOS" LIMITED THE 
FORMAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE TO THEMSELVES AND PLAN TO KEEP THE 
MICROPHONES AWAY FORM THE LEFTISTS BY PROVIDING FOR ONLY ONE 
SPEECH - RIOS'. 

7. AS IF COPING WITH THE JOCKEYING OF THE GOC, CHURCH GROUPS 

AND THE COMMUNISTS WERE NOT ENOUGH, THE "DINAMICOS" SIMULTANEOUSLY 
FIND THEMSELVES IN A NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (PDC), TO WHICH A MAJORITY OF THEM HAVE BELONGED. EVEN 
IN THE HALCYON DAYS OF PDC GOVERNMENT, THE LABOR COMPONENT SAW 
AS THE COUNTRY COUSIN OF THE PARTY POLS. THESE STRAINS IMMENSELY 
INCREASED AFTER THE 1973 COUP, AND THE FORMATION OF THE "DINAMICOS" 
SYMBOLIZED THE SCHISM BETWEEN THE PARTY AND ITS TOP LABOR LEADERSHIP, 
WHO SET ASIDE PARTISAN TIES IN FAVOR OF JOINING OTHER AUTHENTIC 
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DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNIONISTS TO PURSUE TRADE UNION GOALS. THE 
MODUS VIVENDI WHICH HAD EVOLVED WHILE THE PDC WAS "IN RECESS" 
BUT STILL 
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LEGAL NO LONGER SUITED THE PARTY AFTER ITS FORCED DISSOLUTION IN 
MARCH, 1977. NOW, AS NEVER BEFORE, THE PARTY WANTS TO WIN BACK 
THE COOPERATION OF ITS OLD LABOR LEADERSHIP AND ENLIST THEIR 
SUPPORT IN A BROADER, POLITICALLY ORIENTED CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE 
DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL INSTITUSIONS TO CHILE. 

8. A PDC LIAISON MAN (LUIS ORTEGA) HAS TOLD US THAT THE PARTY IS 
DISTRESSED AT THE LACK OF COOPERATION FROM RIOS AND OTHER 
"DINAMICOS". HE SAYS THAT THE PARTY HAS TRIED TO TELL RIOS THAT 

IT COULD BE HELPFUL IN KEEPING TOGETHER RIOS' DISINTEGRATING MARITIME 
CONFEDERATION, BUT RIOS STILL DOES NOT WANT TO PLAY. (RIOS 
SHREWDLY FIGURES THE PDC HAS TO SUPPORT HIM IN ANY EVENT.) PDC 
CONCERN HAS REACHED THE POINT THAT IT IS SETTING UP A MEEING 
BETWEEN RIOS AND ELDER STATESMAN EDUARDO FREI, WHO WILL 
APPEAL TO RIOS TO FOLLOW PARTY POLICY. 

9. ALL OF THIS MAKES THIS YEAR’S MAY DAY OF MORE THAN PASSING 
INTEREST. CERTAINLY AT LEAST SOME IN THE GOC CAN DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN THE "DINAMICOS" AND THE OTHER FORCES AT PLAY. IN THE 
PAST, HOWEVER, THE GOC HAS CHOSEN TO IGNORE SUCH SUBLETIES IN 
FAVOR OF DEPICTING A CABAL OF FORCES ARRAYED AGAINST NATIONAL 
SECURITY. HAVING FORESWORN DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE CHURCH 
FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE HIGHLY CRITICAL BISHOPS' STATEMENT 
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(SANTIAGO 2555), IT MUST ESTIMATE DECIDE WHETHER ITS WANTS TO 
HAVE A CONFRONTATION NOW. 

10. THE BELEAGUERED "DINAMICOS" ALSO FIND THEMSELVES IN A 
DELICATE POSITION. THEY ARE UNDER SIEGE BY AN ANTIPATHETIC 
GOVERNMENT AND INVOLVED WITH OTHERS WHO WISH TO USE THEM FOR 
THEIR OWN PURPOSES. WHATEVER THEIR FAILINGS, THEY ARE PUTTING UP 
A GOOD FIGHT. 

POPPER 
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